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PRESENT 

Chairman 
Paul Entwistle 
Councillors:
Pauline Bamber
Maureen Entwistle   
Matthew Greaves





Daniel Guise

Barry Probin


County and City Councillors:

Councillor Maria Jones, Councillor Matthew Salter, 


Mr Dave Mills (Parish Clerk)

20 members of the public as detailed on the attendance log.

1 APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor John Green and Councillor Martin Stewart.

2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
25/26 036 The Parish Council approved the minutes of the meeting on 16th June and the Chairman signed the minutes as a true record.

3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
There were no declarations of Interest.

4 ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE
25/26 037 The draft Complaints Procedure was approved and adopted by the Council.

This approved procedure has now been uploaded into the governance section on the Website.

5 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
A resident noted that although the consultation on the Catforth Traffic Calming Scheme ended in February 2025 and a working group has been set up, there has as yet been little progress.  The Council acknowledged the concern and confirmed that consultation events with residents are being planned and should commence over the summer.
A resident complained that footpaths were becoming difficult in many places due to weeds and brambles, with Moorside Lane being mentioned. The Council will request the Lengthsman to look at areas of concern and asked the resident to report such concerns to LCC via “Love Clean Streets”.

A resident expressed a concern that walking along the pavement on Newsham Hall Lane past the Whittle Hill Junction involves crossing the road on a bend which brings the risk of being run over.  The matter will be raised with LCC Highways.
The improvements to the Orchard Play area are now been undertaken by an intern working part time within PCC Parks.  The Council will provide updates as the plans progress.

A resident asked about engagement with the Parish Council on the Central Lancashire Plan.  The draft plan is currently out for consultation.

A resident expressed concern about parking on the pavement in Catforth – with the area around the running pump being a particular concern.  The Council agreed to ask the Lengthsman to put “polite” notices on vehicles found parking on the pavement.

Concern was expressed about the behaviour of drivers on School Lane at school drop off and pick up times.  Concerns included children exiting cars into the path of traffic, parking on the junction with Catforth Road and reversing into Catforth Road.  It is hoped that some of these concerns will be addressed in the development of the revised Catforth Traffic Calming Scheme.
A concern was expressed about the accuracy and completeness of Parish Council Minutes.  The requirement in terms of what should be recorded in the minutes was explained by the Council.

There was a discussion about the Woodplumpton Traffic Calming Scheme.  It was confirmed that the scheme was developed and designed by LCC highways.  Woodplumpton Parish Council funded the scheme recommended by LCC Highways allowing the implementation to proceed.

It is acknowledged by all parties that the geometry of the junction between Whittle Hill and Woodplumpton Road is not ideal, resulting in vehicles crossing the centre line on both Woodplumpton Road and Newsham Hall Lane to negotiate the junction.  This has been raised with LCC Highways and other officials (Police, LCC Councillors, Local MP), but the response has been that the safety record at the junction does not meet the criteria for LCC Highways to act.  A safety officer from LCC Highways has visited the junction and appeared to recommend some improvements, but no action has been taken.
The Council has considered buying some land opposite the junction to allow the verge to be widened, to improve visibility.  LCC Highways have been asked to carry out an assessment (WPC to fund) to determine how much additional land would be needed to make the required improvement.  No response has as yet been provided to this request.

County Councillor Maria Jones agreed to take this up with LCC Highways.

The bridge on Blackleach Lane has been damaged for the 8th time in the last 5 years.  The damage is caused by unsuitable vehicles taking the route (possibly with guidance from Sat Navs) and then being unable to get across the bridge.  Actions are being taken to effect a repair and requests will be made for measures to be taken reduce the likelihood of further repeat events.

6 LOCATION OF A NEW SCHOOL IN NORTH PRESTON

The Parish Council discussed the options for the location of a new secondary school and concluded that the most appropriate location is the land between Sandy Lane and Tabley Lane in the Bartle area.  

025/26 038 The Parish Council recommended that the new school should be located in Bartle.
7 ORCHARD PLAY AREA

The improvements to the Orchard Play area are now been undertaken by an intern working part time within PCC Parks.  The Council will provide updates as the plans progress.

8 TRAVELLERS CAMP BARTLE LANE
Reports have been made to LCC Highways, the owner of the land and the police.  LCC Highways have paced notices around the area, confirming that camping is not permitted and that they will act to remove any unauthorised camps.
Reports have been made to the police and LCC Highways.

9 2025/26 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 1st June – 30th June 2025
25/26 039 The Chairman confirmed that the financial accounts and bank statements have been reconciled.
The End of June Balances were:

Current Account    £49,632.50
CCLA Account      £450,000
10 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS 16 June 2025
25/26 040 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the June meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	May payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Purchase of 4 benches
	Broxap
	£3,170.40
	Ref 42

	Unity Trust Service Charge June
	Unity Trust
	£8.85
	Ref 43

	Payment Card June
	Unity Trust 
	£644.72
	Ref 44

	Lengthsman Weeks 11-14
	Lengthsman
	£1520.00
	Ref 45

	Lengthsman Materials June
	Lengthsman
	£33.47
	Ref 46

	Community Garden June
	Lengthsman
	£300.00
	Ref 47

	Payment to PCC for printing
	PCC
	£68.35
	Ref 48

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


11 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

25/26 041 Members approved the following accounts for payment 
	Pension contributions clerk July 2025
	£64.86
	DD
	Ref 49

	Clerk Salary July 2025
	£814.07
	BACs
	Ref 50

	HMRC PAYE July 2025
	£595.49
	BACs
	Ref 51

	Employer National Insurance July 2025
	£154.44
	BACs
	Ref 52

	Parish Rooms Rental 28 July
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 53

	Purchase Card Monthly Fee
	£3.00
	Deduct
	Ref 54

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


12 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
25/26 042 Members considered and approved the attached delegated comments for June/July 2025. Applications can be viewed at www.preston.gov.uk
13 PLANNING ARRANGEMENTS TO CONVERT FAMILY HOMES TO CHILDRENS HOMES

25/26 043 The parish council resolved that representations should be made to PCC planning that conversions of houses to children’s homes should require a full planning application.

14 CIL PROJECTS

The Parish Council has 3 long term larger projects in the pipeline but with no certainty about when they can be delivered and no agreement from PCC that money can be held beyond the 5 year timeline, as follows:

1. Linear Park (no progress reported from PCC for a number of months)

2. The Orchard Play Area – Actively being Worked on.

3. Hayfield Park Play Area – Actively being worked on.
It is very unlikely that the Linear Park will come forward within the timeframe that we have to spend existing CIL funds (a copy of the CIL money age assessment has been circulated).  The Orchard Play Area and Hayfield Park may be delivered in the required timescales.
Councillors were requested to bring forward suggestions for smaller CIL projects to the July meeting.
25/26 044 The Council resolved to progress with the development of a scheme to install SPIDs on the East West Link Road.
25/26 045 The Council resolved to spend £600.00 to install traffic monitoring tubes in the village of Eaves.

25/26 046 The Council expressed support for the work to replace the play area at catforth Village Hall.  Grant funding is being sought, but the Village Hall may approach the Parish Council if there is a shortfall.
Other Suggestions
It was noted that the Council has money to fund capital but not ongoing operating costs, therefore items that support the community which will be managed in the long term by other bodies suited our position.

Examples of areas we could provide support were:

Schools

Churches

Flood Eleviation

15 BENCHES ALONG THE CANAL

No update has been received from the Canals and Rivers Trust regarding additional benches along the canal.
16 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
A Catforth resident has requested an additional bus stop/shelter at the Junction of Catforth Road and Green Lane.  The Clerk will approach LCC Transport.

The Clerk noted that the 2025/6 pay deal has now been agreed, so the new rate of pay and backdating would apply in August.

The Clerk will bring forward a proposal to open a Facebook Page for Woodplumpton Parish Council to the next meeting.
17 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 15th September 2025 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END
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